
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

lnto 
the deep 

Solemnity of All Saints 
and the 

Commemoration of 

All the Faithful Departed 
November 1st and 2nd 

 

“Here is the patience of the saints, here are those who keep the  

Commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.” (Revelation 14:12) 

 

(This newsletter begins with an article in the November 1st edition of the 
parish bulletin on “The Solemnity of All Saints.”) 
 

Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed (All Souls Day) is 

dedicated to remembering those who have died, particularly the 

souls in purgatory. According to Church doctrine, the soul of a 

deceased person goes either to heaven (for those who die in a 

state of perfect grace); hell (those who die in a state of mortal sin 

due to their choice); or purgatory (free of mortal sin but in a state 

of lesser (venial) sin). Purgatory allows these souls to be cleansed 

and perfected prior to entering heaven. The basis for this belief is 

found in 2 Maccabees: "Turning to supplication, they prayed that 

the sinful deed might be fully blotted out... Thus made atonement 

for the dead that they might be free from sin" (2 MC 12:26, 12:32).3 

The Gospel of Matthew as well as the books of Sirach and 

Zechariah provide additional scriptural references.3 One of the 

earliest Church Fathers to write about praying for the dead was 

second- century theologian, Tertullian, who stated: “We offer 

sacrifices (i.e., the Mass) for the dead on their birthday 

anniversaries;” meaning, on the day they were anticipated to have 

been born into eternal life.4   
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Artwork:  “Christ in Majesty” from the Ghent Altarpiece 

by Hubert and Jan van Eyck, 1427 AD. 
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The first clear documentation for the celebration of All Souls 

Day comes from Saint Isidore of Seville (d. 636; the last of the 

Western Church Fathers). His monastic rule includes a liturgy 

for all the dead on the day after Pentecost. St. Odilo (962-

1049 AD) set a date for the liturgical commemoration of the 

faithful departed on November 2, but it was not until the 

fourteenth century that this date was officially placed in the 

liturgical books of the Western Latin Church. This date was 

chosen so that the memory of all the holy spirits, the saints 

in heaven and the souls in purgatory, could be celebrated in 

two successive days. In this way, the Catholic belief in the 

Communion of Saints would be expressed.5  
 

The celebrations of the Solemnity of All Saints and the 

Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed, as with all 

things Christian, have to do with the Divine love that 

overcomes all things, even death. As we gather these first 

two days of November to remember our loved ones who 

passed before us, let us pray together as one community, 

“Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon them. May they rest in peace.”  

 
1  Van Hove, Fr. Brian, S.J. “To Trace All Souls Day.” Ignatius Insight. November 2008. 

www.ignatiusinsight.com/features2008/vanhove_allsouls_nov08.asp.  
 

2  “All Saints Day.” Catholic News Agency. www.catholicnewsagency.com/saint/ all-

saints-day-40. Accessed 31 October 2019. 
 

3, 5  “All Souls Day.” Catholic Online. https://www.catholic.org/saints/allsouls/.    

   Accessed 31 October 2019. 

4  Nau, Joshua, Fr. “The Early Church Prayed for the Dead.” Catholic East Texas.  13 

August 2019. 
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‘Saints are not ‘supermen” who are ‘born perfect.’                                                      “To be a saint is not a privilege of a few... all of us in  

Rather, they are ordinary people who followed God                                                       baptism have the inheritance of being able to become  

with all their heart.”                                                                 ~ Pope Francis ~            saints.  Sanctity is a vocation for everyone.”                                   

 

National Vocation Awareness Week 
November 1-7, 2020 

 

National Vocation Awareness Week is an annual week-long 

celebration of the Catholic Church in the United States 

dedicated to promote vocations to the priesthood, diaconate 

and consecrated life through prayer and education, and to 

renew our prayers and support for those who are considering 

one of these particular vocations.  NVAW began in 1976 when 

the U. S. bishops designated the 28th Sunday of the year for 

NVAW.  In 1997, this celebration was moved to coincide with 

the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, which falls on January 13 

in 2013.  Beginning in 2014, NVAW was moved to the first full 

week of November. 
 

Prayer for Vocations 
 

God our Father, we thank you for calling men and women to 

serve in your Son’s Kingdom as priests, deacons, and 

consecrated persons. Send your Holy Spirit to help others to 

respond generously and courageously to your call. May our 

community of faith support vocations of sacrificial love in our 

youth and young adults. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, forever and ever.  Amen.  
 

Secretariat of Clergy, Consecrated Life and Vocations 
www.usccb.org/vocations • www.usccb.org 

The Ghent Altarpiece 
 

The Ghent Altarpiece (or the Adoration of the Mystic Lamb) 

is a large, complex 15th–century polyptych  altarpiece in Saint 

Bavo's Cathedral, Ghent, Belgium. It was begun around 1425  

and completed in 1432.  It is attributed to early Flemish painters 

and brothers, Hubert and Jan van Eyck.  The piece consists of  

twelve interior panels with the “Christ in Majesty” figure loca- 

ted in the top center panel flanked by the Virgin Mary on the  

left and John the Baptist on the right.  Immediately beneath 

these three figures, in the lower center panel, is depicted the  

Eucharistic Sacrifice of the Mystic Lamb (the symbol of Christ), 

placed on an altar surrounded by fourteen angels and set in a  

fertile meadow.  Shown above in its fully open position, it mea- 

sures 11 ft × 15 ft.  Offering significant advancement in western 

art, this altarpiece is one of the most renowned and important 

works of art in European history.   
 

To learn more, visit:  www.khanacademy.org/humanities/renaissance-reformation/northern-renaissance1/burgundy-netherlands/a/vaneyck-ghentaltar. 
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